NEW YORK FFA LEADERSHIP
TRAINING FOUNDATION NEWSLETTER

GROWING FFA
STRONGER:

TOGETHER

FALL 2023

X

57 \

ff Lodge. Nice!

The new entrance to Sutli
NY GOVERNOR DELIVERS

TH
OUR MISSION KEYNOTE ADDRESS AT THE 98
To coordinate sustainable long-term NEW YORK FFA STATE CONVENTION
funding to prepare FFA members for NY Governor, Kathy Hochul, surprised over 2,400
premier leadership, personal growth attendees to deliver the keynote address at the 98th
and career success through New York FFA Convention. The 2,400 attendees
agricultural education. included 1,601 registered FFA members. The balance of

attendees included FFA volunteers, sponsors, donors
and FFA alumni.

NY FFA Leadership
Training Foundation, Inc.

9340 Long Pond Road, Croghan, NY 13327
NYFFAFoundation.org  315.346.1222
Todd Lighthall, Executive Director

A native of Buffalo, and a friend to NY FFA, Governor
Hochul shared her vision for the continued growth and
development of NY agriculture, and her steadfast belief
NY FFA will continue to play a leadership role.



MESSAGE FROM EXECUTIVE
DIRECTOR, TODD LIGHTHALL

Welcome to the first issue of GROWING FFA
STRONGER: Together - The NY FFA Leadership
Training Foundation's new publication. The
theme recognizes that every contribution, no
matter how big or small, plays a pivotal role in
preserving what we have come to know and love
about NY FFA as well as shaping its future.
Whether you are a dedicated member, a
passionate educator, a supportive parent, or a
generous donor, your unique way of support is
not only valued but celebrated.

Join us as we delve into the heartwarming
success stories of our members, hear the latest
about Camp Oswegatchie and learn about the
numerous ways you can contribute to our
mission.

In these pages, we want you to find more than
just news — you will discover the vibrant tapestry
of our FFA family, woven together by diverse
experiences, boundless enthusiasm, and a
collective vision for a stronger future. As we
navigate the ever-changing landscape of
agriculture, education and philanthropy, your
unwavering support remains our guiding star.

Let's make each edition a testament to the power
of collaboration and the strength of shared belief
in what NY FFA provides for over 11,584 members.

Please contact me at 315.346.1222 or
tlighthall@oswegatchie.org and let me know
how you like the newsletter. Better yet, suggest
content and people with exciting stories to share.
Together, NY FFA truly will grow stronger.

Todd Lighthall, NYFFALTF Executive Director

NEW YORK, NEW YORK - WE NEED YOU!

Give FFA Day is 24 hours of giving organized by National FFA as part of
FFA Week.On Give FFA Day every donor can choose which state
receives their funds. Last year, New York placed 3rd nationally in both
number of donors and dollars raised.. On Thursday, February 22nd
please go to www.ffa.org, make a gift and select New York. Every gift,
no matter the size, makes a meaningful difference and brings us one
step closer to our goals. Join us on Facebook to follow the campaign
Better yet, stay tuned on how to volunteer to help spread the word

and raise funds.

TYPES OF
PHILANTHROPIC GIFTS

OUTRIGHT GIFTS

(IMMEDIATE OR SIMPLE GIFTS)

Cash

Real Estate
» Tangible property

+ Retirement plan assets
» Securities

PLANNED GIFTS

(DEFERRED, LEGACY OR ESTATE GIFTS)

Gifts With
Financial Benefits

+ Charitable remainder trusts
* Charitable gift annuity
+ Pooled income funds

Gifts Payable Through Estate Upon
Donor's Death

+ Life Insurance

*+ Bequest

« Estate gift

DID YOU KNOW?

The Foundation's funding objective stays
the same every year — raise unrestricted
funds through annual, special and estate
giving. Unrestricted funds offer us the
greatest flexibility in providing financial
support for NY FFA members.

czl/w York

we
ADRY

Thursday,
February 22, 2024




A HABIT OF GIVING LERDS TO
A LEGAGY OF IMPAGT:

SPENCER & JUDY GRIDLEY
NOW VS. LATER

Spencer and Judy Gridley are no strangers to the world of agriculture and FFA. Or
philanthropy. As career educators from Sidney NY, Spencer an ag teacher, and Judy an
elementary teacher, have witnessed the power of generosity their entire lives. Through
the success of their own students and their families, they understand that it sometimes
requires a little extra help to realize full potential and capture opportunity.

Giving for the Gridley family is a tradition. Their philanthropy revolves around
organizations,causes and programs of special meaning to them. Over Spencer's life
Oswegatchie and NY FFA have become one of them. First as a student, then as a teacher,

and now as a retiree.

Their consistent act of making an annual gift to NY FFA led to their interest in supporting
our Capital Campaign in 2018. When the compelling case for raising $1.5 million in funds
was made the Gridley family were among the first to pledge their generous support.

We sat down with Spencer and Judy and talked about their giving. The question they first
grappled with was how best could they make their legacy gift. The Gridley's are familiar
with estate planning and for many, gifts from their estate are their ultimate gift. However,
Judy and Spencer want to make their legacy gift during their lifetime. For the Gridleys,
seeing the impact of their gift is important.

Spencer shared their plan is to make their ultimate gift to the Foundation when we
announce our next capital project. In the meantime, the Gridleys continue to set aside
their required minimum distribution each year. For Spencer and Judy, the gift will be
their legacy gift and will benefit NY FFA every bit as much had it been gifted through
their estate. Their choice to make a planned gift in their lifetime not only allows them to
see the impact of their gift, it allows us to recognize and celebrate their decades of
generosity while they stand beside us in support of FFA.

You would think the ultimate expression of their belief in our mission is evident by all the
years of ongoing annual and capital support, and their sharing with us their intent to
once again make a leadership gift. Even more telling is their commitment to Camp itself.

During the COVID shut down, Spencer and Judy
set a goal to visit Camp once per month for an
entire year. They not only accomplished this, but
they also exceeded it by six months, visiting for 18
months.

Giving their time, talent, and treasure is the
Cridley legacy. We are eternally grateful to the
GCridley family for their steadfast belief in what
we do and the financial support that will help
ensure we continue to make a meaningful
impact on the lives of NY FFA members.



OUR ENDOWMENT IS YOUR
LEGACY

In September 1984, the Board of Directors of the
New York FFA Leadership Training Foundation, Inc.
established an endowment fund to support NY
FFA. The fund started with some small deposits
that were a result of timber harvesting operations
at Oswegatchie. Over time other sources of
endowment growth included gifts from supporters
who made provisions in their estate plans and
memorial gifts to benefit the NY FFA upon passing.

Today our endowment has grown to over $718,000.
It serves as a legacy by embodying the donor's
values and aspirations. It perpetuates their support
of NY FFA long after they're gone, leaving a lasting
mark on the world. These enduring contributions
help ensure our continued success in supporting
the mission of NY FFA Leadership Training
Foundation, creating a meaningful and timeless
legacy.

Those who contributed to the endowment fund
through their estate prior to the founding of the
Blue & Gold Legacy Circle will be recognized
posthumously in perpetuity as a Charter Member.

ESTATE GIVING SEMINARVIDEO AVAILABLE

On September 19, 2023, the NY FFA Foundation
hosted a webinar on the topic of Estate Planned
Giving. If you would like to access the recording of
this seminar, please contact Todd Lighthall

at tlighthall@oswegatchie.org. Upon receiving
your request, you will be provided access to the file
in audio or video format.

CAMP OSWEGATCHIE
WISHLIST

Our beautiful Camp O hasa running
Wishlist of items found on their website:
www.oswegatchie.org/wish-list.html

It includes everything from maintenance
equipment to educational program
materials to facility items to
skills/volunteer projects. For example:

+ Cutting Torch * Friendship Bracelet
+ Four-Wheeler/ ATV  String (large spools)
+ Pointed Shovels + Beads of assorted

* Snow Shovels varieties

+ Leaf Rakes * Mountain Bikes

*+ Working Chainsaw « Bike Helmets

+ Chainsaw Chaps + Horse Helmets

+ Chainsaw Helmets < Volleyballs, Soccer
+ Bench Crinder balls, & Basketballs
* Pruning saw + Kayak Paddles

+ 24" Bolt Cutters + Stand Up Paddle

+ Boondoggle Packs Boards

» Acrylic Paint Packs +« Lifeguard Chair

+ Paint Brushes + Office Paper

+ Office Chair(s) + Clear packing tape

+ Firewood & Chainsaw Work

+ Spring Cleaning & Opening Camp

+  Autumn Shutdown & Closing Camp
+ Grounds Work (Rake & Clean)

+ Mountain Bike Maintenance

If you are interested in purchasing or
donating an item or your time please
contact Camp Director, Rolland Krohn at
rkrohn@oswegatchie.orgor
315.346.1222.

All donations are tax deductible.



FOUNDATION
GIVING TODAY

GIVING IS INCREASING
THANK YOU, DONORS

GIVE FFA DAY raised $32,877, a 3300% increase
over previous year. NY ranked #3 in nation for
both dollars raised and number of donors.
Annual giving as of 9.30.23 was $219,459, a 184%
increase over last year.

Number of donors as of 9.30.23 was 287, a 271%
increase over last year.

The NY FFA Blue & Gold Legacy Circle was
established to recognize estate gift donors.

NEED FOR FUNDING HAS INCREASED

Number of NY Chartered Chapters is 193 with
169 of them are active-student FFA Chapters.
reflecting 22 new programssince the 2021-2022
membership season.

Number of FFA members is now 11,584, a 26%
increase over previous year.

There was 55% growth in in-person student
participation at state leadership conferences
in 2022-2023 compared to 2021-2022.

Number of FFA students who attended
Summer Leadership at Oswegatchie Education
Center is 960, a 12.5% increase over last year.
Operating costs significantly increased due to
inflation and membership growth.

In November of 2022, National FFA approved
FFA membership be expanded to include 6th
graders.

FFA FOUNDATION FIND

Karl Oertel
v h-Q

The gentieman that is with me name is Jim. he is 80yrs old. We met yesterday at a fund raiser for
the FFA Camp Oswegatchie. We both attended this Camp before we joined the US Air Force. As you
can see he's a Vietnam Vet. We Vietnam vets show respect to each other by welcoming us home by
saying “"Welcome Home" So... That's what | did. Come to find out he was in the same Air Force
squadron as myself but only 6 yrs earlier. We both had the same job. Small world right?

You'll never know who you'll meet when doing good.

PLANNED ”“

GIVING -
MATTERS

Planned giving offers several
advantages for both donors and
nonprofit organizations:

Legacy and Impact: Planned giving
allows donors to leave a legacy by
supporting causes they are
passionate about, even after their
lifetime. It ensures that their values
and philanthropic goals continue to
make a difference.

Tax Benefits: Many planned giving
options provide tax advantagesfor
donors. For example, charitable
contributions made through
bequests or charitable gift annuities
can result in income tax deductions
or reduced estate taxes.

Financial Planning: Planned giving
often involves careful financialand
estate planning, helping donors
manage their assets and income
distribution effectively.

Strengthening Nonprofits: For
nonprofit organizations, planned
giving provides a predictable
source of future funding. It enables
them to plan for long-term projects,
sustain their operations, and make
a more significant impact in their
respective fields.

When you plan your future,

Disclaimer: The NYSFFALTF does not provide legal
or tax advice; all material is presented solely as
educational information. Examples of tax benefits
are based on assumptionsthat might not apply to
your individual circumstances. We recommend
that you seek the advice of your attorney, tax
advisor, and financial plannerin connection with all
gift and estate planning matters.



EpucarionNAL CenTER

OSWEGATCHIE BY THE NUMBERS

« There were six FFA camping weeks this
summer; up one from historical five weeks

* 960 campers enrolled this year; up 103 campers
from last year

* 45 summer staff were employed this summer;
up five from last year

+ There was a nine-week staff season this year;
up two from last year

+ Over 90% of our campers were active FFA
members this past summer. This is a major
increase due in large part to the growing
number of FFA chapters and membership
across the state.

» 2024 season dates are already established. We
are looking forward to next summer.

« Visit our website at www.oswegatchie.orgto
learn more about Oswegatchie and our year-
round opportunities.

MEET
ROLLAND
KROHN,
NEW CAMP
DIRECTOR

2023 hasbeen a
year of change and

FUN FACT

Oswegatchie was
purchased in 1946 at
a cost of $33,500. FFA
Chapter fundraisers
helped pay the
original loan in 12
years, and the ashes
of that mortgage
reside in storage at
camp.

great accomplishments for
Oswegatchie. In February Rolland Krohn
was appointed as our new summer
camp director. Originally from
Amsterdam NY, Rolland is now in his10th
year as a member of our team. Rolland
grew up attending Oswegatchie with
his family.

In fact, his roots with Oswegatchie run
deep, as his grandfather, the beloved
Andre Lepine, actively brought FFA
members to camp, served on the
Foundation Board, and oversaw many
program improvements for
Oswegatchie during his tenure.

We are excited to see Rolland thrive in
his new role and look forward to what
the future holds for Oswegatchie under
his leadership.




NEW YORK STATE
FFA ASSOCIATION
UPDATE

2023-2024 NYS FFA OFFICER TEAM

Treasurer
Eric Heath

Creenville FRA

President,
Ella Underberg
Springville FEA

Wice President,
Courtney Taibi

Greenville FFA

Sentinel

Kealy Schilde
Cobleskill-
Richmondville FRA

Secretary,
Jacob Lucak

Tri-Valley FFA

FFA MEMBERSHIP TODAY

Since 2018, New York has been a 100% Affiliate State.
This program affiliation provides for every student
(grades 7-12) enrolled in an agricultural education
program access and eligibility for the benefits and
opportunities made possible through FFA. Inthe
last year, the National FFA Organization and the
New York State Convention Delegates
correspondingly approved constitutional changes
expanding National FFA membership to New York
students as young as 6™ grade. These strategic
decisions, combined with incredible numbers of
new programs started across the state, have
resulted in tremendous membership growth.

Since 2018, student participation in New York has
soared by 157% to the current 11,584 student
members. These students are members at 169
student-only chapters located in middle and high
schools throughoutthe state with an additional 24
alumni chapters supporting their success.

Growth and engagement has not slowed since the
original decisions to open FFA membership to all
agricultural education students. Since the 2022
State Convention alone, 22 new FFA chapters have

1700-MILE OFFICER TOUR ENDS

The six-person State Officer Team
wrapped up their State Officer Tour on
Saturday, September 30. Their latest
commitment was a week-long, 1,700-mile
tour that started in Buffalo and ended in
Queens. Officers met studentsin 18
locations over the course of six days where
they gave speeches, taught workshops
and facilitated activities. The officers even
cooked breakfast for studentsand
supporters, sharing messages of
encouragement to make the most of the
year ahead.

“The tour is special for students because
we get to come to them. It makes them
feel special. We get to visit them in their
chapter andit’'s more informal. We can
talk, less state-officer-to-student and
more friend-to-friend.” Ella Underberg,
President of the NY State FFA
Association. .

been chartered in the Southern Tier, Manhattan, the North Country and everywhere in between. The
last year has been marked by a 55% growth in in-person student participation at competitions,

conferences and conventions.

NY FFA ON THE HORIZON

As the school year continues, much in store for FFA members. In

the coming months NY FFA will:

v' Send students to represent NY at the National level in 31 National FFA Convention competitions.
v' Be represented by six delegates to advocate for NY priorities while working to advance FFA on a

national level.

v' Create and implement a brand-new winter leadership series. This will reduce the cost to student
participants by 2/3 and allow NY FFA leaders to shape the leadership curriculum.

v' Host top students at the State Leaders Experience in Albany where they will use advocacy as a tool to
tell their story and build support for agriculture, food and natural resources challenges.

v" Provide a platform for students to build and showcase technical, employability and leadership skills
through FFA's spring awards and Career and Leadership Development Programs.



NY FFA BLUE & GOLD
LEGACY CIRCLE

CHARTER MEMBERS

Arthur Berkey
Julian Carter*
Patricia Ford
Robert Fritz*
John S. Gold*
Harold Scheffler*
Frances & Margery Secrest*
Sam Shapiro
Lori von Seydewitz Emmons
Carlton & Dorothy West*
Edward Wilmot*
Veronique Woloszyn

* Posthumously

Mo Lepine, Patrick Hooker, Bill Stowell
and Buzz Putnam

THE NY FFA BLUE & GOLD LEGACY CIRCLE

recognizes individuals and families who have established and
documented a gift of any size for the future benefit of NY FFA.

Future gifts may also qualify people for membership in one of
the Foundation’s major donor recognition societies. Donors
who notify us of an existing estate gift by June 30, 2024, will
be listed as a Charter Member in perpetuity.

THE LEGACY CIRCLE
RECOGNIZES ARTHUR (ART)
BERKEY AS A CHARTER
LEGACY MEMBER

A teacher of teachers, professor of Ag
Education at Cornell University,
serves on the Board of Directors of
the FFA Foundation, and is the single
biggest lifetime donor to the NY FFA.

Art is one of the first charter members of the

He simply shared a copy of his estate plan that outlined his
intention to gift a portion of his life insurance proceeds to the
NY FFA Leadership Training Foundation.

2023 GOLF TOURNMENT:

Perhapsit wasn't the nicest of fall days, but that didn’t stop 59
golfers from showing up for the Foundation’s 15th Annual Golf
Tournament on Saturday, October 7.

The outing was a great success due in large part to our
sponsors, golfers, and volunteers. The Foundation remains
grateful to the many registrants and sponsors. Together you
raised over $7,534 in support for NY FFA members and
programming.

Date and location for next years event will be announced after
the new year.




