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MESSAGE FROM EXECUTIVE
DIRECTOR, TODD LIGHTHALL

Cultivating legacy, growing the future.

2025 has been a year of benchmark
celebrations in New York agricultural
education and FFA. We've kicked off the 100™"
year of NY FFA, marked 80 years of
Oswegatchie FFA Camp, and celebrated 40
years of both LeadNY and NY Ag in the
Classroom. I've had the privilege of attending
commemorations for each of these
milestones. The common thread running
through them all? Rooms filled with alumni,
donors, and friends—people whose passion
and commitment made these benchmarks
possible.

A wise colleague once said, “In agriculture, if
we don't do our job, something dies.” It's a
stark truth. Whether plant or animal-based,
food production depends on inputs—water,
nutrients, sunlight—and on the people who
steward them. Add to that a growing global
population relying on a shrinking number of
farmers, and the stakes become clear: failure
is not an option. Success is the only
acceptable outcome, and it hinges on
passionate people willing to make it happen.

The seeds of formalized high school
agriculture in New York were first sown in 1911,
when a handful of schools began offering
agricultural instruction. Since then, the
profession has evolved through eras of both
stability and uncertainty. What remains
constant is the need for informed public
understanding of who grows our food, how
it's done, and why it matters.

But even more vital than knowledge is
people. Agriculture's most precious resource
has always been its people. And in New York
agricultural education and FFA, we are proud
to be cultivating the next generation of
agricultural difference-makers. The future of
agriculture is bright and the world is
depending on it. Thank you for supporting
the New York FFA yesterday, today, and
tomorrow.

FFA MEMBER SPOTLIGHT:

ELEANOR HUDSON,
OAKFIELD-ALABAMA FFA

Eleanor Hudson, a
seventh grader involved
in the Oakfield-Alabama
FFA, currently serves as
the chapter’'s Junior
President. Within her
first year of FFA
membership, Ellie has
already advanced to the
state level in the Junior
People in Ag LDE, won a
grant through the Erie County Fair “Kids
Cultivate Ag Pitch”, and attended summer
camp at Camp Oswegatchie. She exemplifies
how FFA shapes young leaders from the start
of their engagement with the organization.

Ellie has two SAEs that she works on, both
pertaining to animal science. At home, she
raises dairy and market goats and tracks her
work with the animals. At school, she is
currently raising a Black Angus steer to be
auctioned at their county fair. Ellie also is
breeding and raising Satin Rabbits for market
and shows. She says, “I love raising animals
and learning the different quirks about each
species. Animals don't always do what you
want them to do, when you want them to do
it." Currently, Ellie hopes to pursue a career as
a dairy herd manager or an agriculture
teacher.

Ellie remarks, “Being in FFA means that you
need to be responsible and a leader for
others. FFA has helped remind me that the
world is bigger
than me and what
I'm doing right
now, as | have
animals counting
on me daily.” FFA
helps students

- - learn life skills to
Ellie representing her FFA
Chapter at the Erie County Prepare them for

Fair. career success.




PAYING IT FORWRARD FROM LIVES WELL LIVED:
PAT FORD & JACK KLOSSNER

Over the past two years, the New York FFA Foundation has been entrusted with two
extraordinary gifts—each born from lives well lived and a deep desire to pay it forward. Pat Ford
and Jack Klossner come from different walks of life, yet share a common wish: to support the
FFA beyond their lifetimes. Each has committed an estate gift to the NY FFA Foundation,
leaving a legacy that will shape generations to come.

Pat Ford was not FFA-born, but she is certainly FFA-adopted.
A lifelong advocate for youth development, Pat spent her
career as a Physical Education Director at Beaver River
Central School and dedicated much of her personal time to
Girl Scout camps. Over the years, she became a passionate
supporter of Oswegatchie FFA Camp, attending public
events, retired ag teacher retreats, and seasonal gatherings.
From her home just a few miles away on Belfort Road, Pat
has become a beloved fixture at camp—welcomed as one of
our own. Her presence, whether during a summer camp Vvisit
or a crisp fall drive, is always cherished.

~ Jack Klossner, of Syracuse, NY, is no stranger to agriculture.
~ | After growing up on a dairy farm in Southern Lewis County,
| Jack spent a decade in the Horticulture Department at
Broome-Tioga BOCES before moving into the floral industry.
He eventually launched his own landscaping business,
specializing in custom garden pools and water features. Jack
i also served two unforgettable summers as Oswegatchie’s
maintenance director—experiences he calls among the best
of his life. In recent years, Jack reconnected with FFA through
judging Floral Design competitions, procuring supplies for
state events, and sponsoring cash awards for landscape
displays at the New York State Fair. He also spends time in
. the FFA tent at the State Fair promoting and advocating the
\ importance of the New York FFA.

Pat has promised her entire estate to the New York FFA Foundation upon her passing. Jack has
committed 50% of his estate to the New York FFA Foundation and 50% to his hometown
cemetery association.

Together, Pat Ford and Jack Klossner represent a generation of quiet champions—people who
believe in the power of youth, the promise of agriculture, and the importance of paying it
forward. Their gifts are more than financial; they are acts of trust, hope, and enduring belief in
the future. The NY FFA Foundation is humbled by their faith and honored to carry their legacy
forward—for a generation that may not yet be born, but will surely benefit.

Their lives remind us: the seeds we plant today become the forests of tomorrow.



8. Bob Dark was just another youngster who found purpose in
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PRESENGE, KINDNESS, AND A FAMILIRR FFA STORY

the blue corduroy jacket emblazoned with the FFA emblem.
Like thousands before and since, FFA gave Bob a reason to
go to school. Not one for traditional learning, he found his
home in the classroom of Don “Doc” Watson, the ag teacher
at North Syracuse.

What makes Bob extraordinary is not just the life he lived, but
the legacy he left behind. Since the passing of Bob and his

beloved wife Carol in 2021—Bob from complications of COVID, Carol from a tragic accident just
weeks later—their estate has made a profound impact on the New York FFA, and especially
Oswegatchie FFA Camp.

This generosity has been quietly stewarded by Bob's brother, Bill, who in 2023 presented the
first donation in memory of Bob and Carol. Since then, two additional gifts have followed, all
contributing to a planned enhancement of Oswegatchie's recreational assets. In total, the
estate of Bob and Carol Dark has given $75,000.

To honor these gifts, a new multi-sport surface will be constructed as part of our next capital
project—welcoming basketball, pickleball, and other activities that bring joy, connection, and
movement to camp life. FFA has shaped the lives of thousands of youth across generations. We
are humbled to be entrusted with this remarkable gift and honored to ensure it benefits
countless lives to come. We extend our deepest gratitude to the estate of Bob and Carol Dark.

FFA MEMBER SPOTLIGHT: RUBY GILLIS, GAZENOVIA AGGIES FFA

Ruby Gillis, has been a member of the Cazenovia Aggies FFA for
two years and currently serves as the chapter’s Vice President. She
enjoys competing in the Horse Evaluation and Meat Evaluation
CDEs and working on developing her speaking skills. Ruby will
represent New York in the Creed Speaking LDE at the 2025
National FFA Convention.

For her SAE, Ruby works on her family's farm where they raise beef
cattle and grow organic corn and soybeans. When asked about her
career goals, she states “| would absolutely love to serve the beef
industry, whether that's through lobbying in Washington DC or
working one-on-one with producers to ensure their cattle’s health
and their product’s quality. | hope to someday take over my family's
farm and continue to raise top-quality Black Angus.”

Ruby credits her participation in FFA with her development as a
leader. She remarks, “I have become a confident public speaker
and grown significantly. | went from not being able to make it
through a speech without my nerves getting the best of me, to
getting to recite the FFA Creed on stage at the 100" NY State FFA @ > W : o
convention. This organization has taught me how to believe in RUby and her horse working
. . . " to move cattle between

myself and how to become more confident in everything | do. pastures.




2024 DONORS

The New York FFA Leadership
Training Foundation
coordinates sustainable, long-
term funding for agriculture
education and New York FFA.
All gifts to the New York FFA
make an impact. Thank you to
the following donors for their
contributions in 2024.

FIVE STAR - $10,000-

Arthur Berkey

Dairylea Endowment Fund

In Memory of Bob & Carol Dark
Farm Credit East

Daryle & Sharon Foster

In Memory of Heidi Hirschey
Raymond & Barbara Lighthall
Nationwide Mutual Insurance
Company

Samuel Shapiro

FOUR STAR - $5,000-$9,999

Walter Elmore
Victoria Gregory

Spencer & Judy Gridley
New York Farm Bureau
Lowell Sanders

Tractor Supply Company
Wegmans

THREE STAR - $2,500-$4,999
Philip & Carol Baideme

Basil Family Dealerships
Duncan Bellinger

Richard Campany

Ric & Karen Coombe

Cornell College of Ag & Life
Sciences

Erie County Fair & Ag Society
Herb Eschbach

Pat Ford

Christopher Gridley

David Kohl

Northeast Agribusiness & Feed
Alliance

NYS FFA Alumni Association
Karl & Marita Oertel

Purcell Construction
Corporation

TWO STAR - $1,000-$2,499

Roberta Alexander
Alfred State College

TWO STAR - $1,000-52,499
(CONT)

George Allen

John W. Allen

Roger Barkman
Jonathan Beller
Richard Bennett

John & Jeanne Bensen
Liam Brody

Terry & Cynthia Burton
Richard & Joyce Church
Clarkson University
Dwight Coombe
Lauren Davis

Bruce & Kathleen Erath
Aaron & Jenna France

Jasper-Troupsberg Ag Advisory

Board

Richard Jones

Todd & Shari Lighthall

Maple Grove Welding Store
Milk for Health on the Niagara
Frontier

Monroe Tractor

Northern NY Community
Foundation

NYS Agricultural Mediation
Program

NY Association of Agricultural
Educators

NYS Grange

Pee Jay's Fresh Fruit

William & Mary Anne Ransom
Corey Reed

Robert & Martha Robinson
Stockbridge Valley FFA
Stockbridge Valley FFA Alumni
SUNY Morrisville

Gary & Maureen Swan

United States Army

Lloyd Vaill

ONE STAR - $250-$999

Acre Equity Advisors
Adirondack Valley Builders
Anne & Robert Allen

Sara Beaver

Hauk Boyes

Patrick Brennan

Seth Browe

Tara Burke

Byron Bergen FFA
Carolina Eastern Vail
Cattaraugus County Farm
Bureau

James Chamberlain
Jonathan & Rachael Clayson
Catherine Coombe

ONE STAR - $250-$999 (CONT.)

Patrick Coombe

Philip Coombe

Richard & Phyllis Coombe
Matthew Costello

Patrick & Amy Cullen

Roy Denniston

Perry Dewey

DiMatteo, Roach, & Kelly
Attorneys at Law

Michael & Pam Driver
Nicholas Feidt

John & Mariann Fessenden
Mark & Deborah Fletcher
Lucas Fuess

George Gikas

Good Fudge

Good Ol' Wishy's
Greenwich FFA

Groton FFA

Jonathan & Danielle Head
Hearth Financial Partners
Mark & Molly Henderson
Jennifer Henderson-
Catteruccia

Daniel Hooker

Patrick & Karen Hooker
Cathy Jones-Brimmer
Herbert & Elizabeth Jurs
Gerald & Carolyn Killigrew
Lesley Koerner Lepine
Denise Krohn

Aaron & Nicole LaFave
Neil & Beth Lamb
Maurice Lepine

Lowville FFA

Zachary Lyman

Heidi Lyndaker

Madison FFA

Evan & Katherine Mankoff
Marathon FFA

Fred & Margot Marcus
Robert & Linda Marshman
Mari Martin

Jim Martindale

Kathlyn McCarthy

James & Judith McClay
Sue Ann Methot

Jon Miller

Margaret Miller

Tina Miner-James
Moravia FFA

Mount Markham FFA
Jeanie Mullen

William Nohle

Oakfield Alabama FFA
Orleans County Farm Bureau
Jeffrey Parnapy




ONE STAR - $250-$999 (GONT.) FRIEND OF THE FFA - $100-$249 FRIEND OF THE FFA - $100-$249

Jeff & Rebecca Perry

Paul Perry

Pierce Milling, Inc.
Pioneer FFA

Kenneth Quick

Paul Redmond

Jennifer Regelski-Rotman
Retired Agriculture Educators
of NY

Stephanie Rhoades
Michele Rowe

Michael Settle

John Seeley

Sidney FFA

Paul & Mary Snider
Sharon Spies Robichaud
Rick & Vonnie Strangeway
Sullivan West FFA

Kyle Thygesen

Juleah Tolosky

Sandy & Michelle Tolosky
Nathanial Tompkins
Tri-Valley FFA

Mark & Jessica Underberg
Ken & Tonya Van Slyke
Maria Vanderwoude

Lori von Seydewitz Emmons
John & Theresa Wagner
Lynn Waite

Jay Waltz

Bruce & Anita Wright

FRIEND OF THE FFA - $100-$249

Crystal Abers

Kelly Allen

Rachel Anderson

Jason Andrews

Jackie & Jason Armento
Patricia Ash

James & KaTina Aucter
Charles & Karen Ax
Cameron & Nicole Ayers
Charnel Banik

Heather Bates

John Bates

Beaver River FFA
Robert Bishop

Jim Bittner

Lee & Maureen Blackburn
Kelly Blaine

Blesy Farms LLC

Carlie Bossard

Gary & Cynthia Bradley
John Bradley

Rebecca Breese

Megan & Josh Brown
Paul Buck

John Busekist

Homer Bushey

Canton FFA

(CONT)

Andrea Capron
William Carr

Central NY Community
Foundation

Jason Chartrand

Cobleskill-Richmondville FFA

Adam & Victoria Collins
James & Barbara Cooke
Jeff Creswell

Anthony & Melissa Cronk
Alice Cross

Elizabeth Deagle

John Deasy

Leonard & Valorie DeBuck
Steven DeBuck

Aaron Dennis

Lori Detraglia

Aldona Devincent

Kelly Driver-Haynes
Eager Beaver Tree Service
Kaylee Eaton

Joe & Andrea Elward
Judy Ernenwein

Michael Fecto

Ferris Commercial Mowers
Samuel Fessenden
Marcie Finch

Stephanie Finn

Marie & Kenneth Ford
KristiAnn Frank

Amanda Frederick
Megan Friscia

Ruth Frost

Shelley & Greg Fuller
Christa George

Samuel Getman

Eric Goldstein

Greg Goldstein

Joseph Gould

Deborah Greek

Dwight & Barbara Greene
Gary & Shelly Grey

Kim Grey

Elise Handler

Robert Harrington

Sarah & Joshua Hartwell
Cooper Harvey

Trudy Haskell

Elsie & Gary Herzig
Matthew Hibbard
Richard Hoffman
Marilyn Hoyt

Gary Huffman

Terry & Lois Hughes
Rochelle Hulton

Colleen Hutchins
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Molly Huttar

Pablo & Ann Iparraguirre
Lucas Irwin

Arthur lves

Terry Ives

Patti Jarosinski

Charles Jenison

John B. Martin & Sons Farms
Jeanne Johnson

William Jones

Allyson Jones-Brimmer
Lewis Kargman

Patrick Kelly

Paul & Jennie Kelly

Amy Kesler

Laura Knights-Riley
Debbie Kren-Schwarting
Keith & Kathleen Krenzer-Stein
John Kriese

Laura Kwilos

Megan Lamb

Roni Langtry

Larry Romance & Son, Inc.
Eric Larsen

LeadNY

Lynn Lee

Legacy Wealth Advisors of NY
Kate Leming

Dianne Lewis

Janice MachowskKi
William Mack

Chelsey Mahany
Jennifer Maine

Mike McClay

Kate McDowell

Kimberly McKown

Lyle & Dottie Merle
Wendy Meyer

Joe & Cindy Miller

Blll & Patsy Moody
Kaylin Mozdzen

Mary Ann Murphy

NBT Bank

Terry O'Brien

Kenneth & Jane Olcott
Matthew Olson

Kenneth & Janet Parnapy
Sarah Patino Hulick
Penn Yan FFA

Perry FFA

Keith & Lori Ploetz

Jim & Janice Purcell
Dwight & Gayle Putnam
Dan & Joanne Reed

Cat Reeder

Deborah Reineke
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lvy Jean Reynolds
Victor Rodriguez

Julie Rogers Tretts
Justin & Denielle Romance
Catie Rowe

Renwick Russell
Glenna Ryan

Scott Sawyer

Amelia Scarlata
Matthew Shieferstine
Sharon Springs FFA
Tim Shields

Joe Shultz

Kaylie & Joshua Siddall
Peter & Judy Signor
Julie Simmons

Doug & Maggie Skeldon
Erin Smith

Kate Smith

Richard & Nancy Smith
South Lewis FFA
Anthony Sowers

Lori Staib

Sherri Staib

Kayla Stanton

Barb & Lynn Staring
Kevin Stearns

Mary Stine

William Stowell
Jonathan Strain
Michelle Strub

Sharyl Stumpf

Lea Ann Tabolt

Lino & Mariline Tavares
Stephen Teele

Paige Thorne

Russell Turner

Ulster Heights Methodist
Church Food Pantry
Michele Van Wormer
Laura & Sam Villanti
Joanna von Seydewitz
Donald Wagner
Marjorie & Lewis Wagner
Bill & Robin Waite
Patty Waldron
Waterville FFA

Rick & Sarah Welsh
Marie Western
Christopher Whipple
White's Appliance, Inc.
Kelsey Williamson
Nancy Wolcott

Stuart Wood

Carol & Craig Wright
Glenn & Virginia Zehr

Mackenzie Adams
Scott & Connie Aikens
Brandon & Mary Aldous
Rodney & Stacey Aldous
Rachel Anderson
Andrew Armstrong

R. Wayne Arnold
Crystal Aukema

Lori Bailey

Jenn Barber

David & Kelly Bartholf
Thomas Bay

Tedra Bean

Kelley Beauharnois
Kevin Bemis

Shari Bennett- Rice
John Birmingham
Melanie Blaisure

Layla Blodgett

Ellen Bogardus

Shirley Boyd

Sarah Bronson

Ann Marie Brosnan
Gloria Bruno

Kait Burns

Carrie Busekist

Michael Bushey
Abraham Cady

Anna Cardoze

Emily Carey

Katie & Derek Carpenter
Cynthia Cartwright

Neil & Barbara Casey
Cattaraugus Co. Legislature
Zachary Chenier
Shandell Christensen-Davis
Ava Ciborowski

Natalia Ciborowski
Mason Cohn

Robert Cohn

Jennifer Cook

Cheryl & Ray Coolbaugh
Rebecca Coombe
Howard Cornell

Nancy Coughlin
Charles Couture

Gerald & Cynthia Craig
Michael Dahl

Nicole Dalessandro
Jessie Darrow

Ronald Davis

Wade Dean

Janet DeCarlo

Kenneth Decker
Elizabeth Denning
Charlotte DePersis

Phil Dickler

SUPPORTERS - $1-$99 (CONT.)

Kathleen Dolan
Kimberly Doyle

Melvin Dye

Barbara Edgar
Annissa Edwards
Ardyce Elmore

Bruce ElImore

Leah Exner
Fabius-Pompey FFA
Kristi Fellion

Leah Figary

Michael Flinton
Heather Frost

William & Debra Fugle
Jean Gallagher
Thomas & Jane Gebel
Mary-Lou Genaway
Kendall Gentille
Daniel Geoghan
Lindsey Gerstenslager
Faith Graham
Matthew & Krisha Greene
Herbert & Sandra Gregory
Claire Griffin

Kathy Guenther
Kenneth Hance

Don & Carol Hansen
Emily Hardy

Richard Harris

John Haskell

Corinn Haskin

Brian Head

Brooke Head

Ronald & Eleanor Herzig
Forrest Hess

Derek Hill

Kendall Hinman
Carmella Hoffman
Marcia Hostetter

Lyle Hotis

Emily Hough

Jessie Howe

Don Hoyt

Paige Hungerford
Berkley Ingram
Michelle & Matt Jacobsen
James & Brenda Jensen
Natalie Jensen

Amelia Jenson

Darryl Jirinec

Renee Johnson

April Kackos

Jenny Kayes-Connelly
Chris Keller

Chris Kelly

Kelly Kerstetter
Kristen Keryk




SUPPORTERS - $1-$99 (GONT.)

Jane Kester
Katherine Kirk

Sally Knox

Stacey Kozak

Evan Krazia

TJ & Ang Kraus
Elizabeth Kuhl

Emily LaClair

Susan Lanning
Katherine Lemire
Teresa Lenart
Danielle Lentz

Lee Levine

James & Cassandra Lewis
Valerie Lewis

Hanna Lighthall
Karen Livingston
Joyce Locicero
Sherman Lockard
Nathan Lundquist
Bruce & Jean Luno
Amy Maxwell

Linda May

Gene & Vicky McCaffrey
Kevin & Marie McCarthy
Stewart McDonough
Robin McLean

Erin McQuinston
Marilee Merle

Mark & Marsha Meyer
Kimberly Michel
Middleburgh FFA
Ethan Mies

Joy Miller

Barbara & Steve Moda
Darren Mongardi
John Moylett

David Mrsich

Erin Murray

Matt Nabel

Calvin & Lisa Nichols
Tracie Nolley
Raymond Nourse
Brittany Novick
Meagan O'Brien
James & Sue Owen
Shane & Kathleen Palmer
Erin Parnapy

Erin Perkins

Richard Petrie

Deb Phillips

Susan Pinckney
Donald Pingrey

Kelly Pingrey

Donald Presher
Carolyn Price

Maria Ramsey
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Janine Rasmussen
Gabriel Rater

Mary Redden

Remsen FFA

Mark Renner

Beverly Rhodes

Jill Roberts

Elizabeth Robinson
Tadd & Jennifer Rollins
Taylor Rollins

Anne Ross
Saddlewood Sunshine Fund
Arrianna Salvinski
Jonny Salvinski

Amy Sanderson
Beverly Sandrock
Mark & Elizabeth Sanok
Josh Schieferstine
Darla Schwab

Erin Schwab-George
Phillip Scott

John Seltzer

Alana Sheldon

Jessica & Eric Silverman
Rebecca Singer
Hunter Smigel

Sarah Smigel

Travis Smigel

Ashley Smith
Christopher Smith

Jen Smith

Steven Smith

Gary & Doreen Snider
Wesley Snyder

Carl States

Emma Stein

Roger Stewart

Marilyn Stuart

Jessica Swingle
Tristan Swingle
Courtney Taibi

Judy Thewke

Jamie & Amber Thibodeau
Julie Thomas

Laura Tiede

Krista Tienvieri

Mary Tomeo

Susan Tooley

Tara Truett

Julia Uhrinek

Ella Underberg

Polly Vanech

Keith VanRiper

Grace Volt

Richard VonBergen
Patricia Walker
Jennifer & Brian Walrath

SUPPORTERS - $1-$99 (GONT.)

Warsaw Fire Dept. Ladies
Auxiliary

Jennifer Watson
Hermann & Laura Weber
Paul Webster

Nellie Whelden

Roger White

Shasta Whitford

Brenna Wilday

Stanley & Sandra Wiley
Ray & Mabel Williams
Veronique & Kevin Woloszyn
Susie Woodward

Mark & Jan Woodworth
Siobhan Young

Wayne Youngs

JOIN THE NY FFA
DONOR LIST

Every donor and dollar given
to the New York FFA
Foundation makes a
meaningful difference.
Through travel stipends to
compete at the National FFA
Convention, covering major
expenses for the NY State
FFA Convention, and FFA
jacket awards, our goal is
always to keep student costs
low. Thank you for your
continued support of New
York's 13,000+ FFA members.

SGAN TO GIVE NOW

or mail your gift to

NY FFA Foundation
9340 Long Pond Rd.
Croghan, NY 13327




GIVE FFA DAY

Thursday, February 26, 2026

Save the date for Give FFA Day - February
26, 2026! This 24-hour campaign is the NY
FFA's biggest fundraising day of the year. In
2025, supporters gave more than $143,000 to
the New York FFA. This fundraising feat
allowed us to increase travel stipends for
students competing at the National FFA
Convention and cover major expenses at the
100™ NY State FFA Convention.

In 2026, the NY FFA hopes to continue to
grow the campaign and engage new donors.
Six donors have already pledged $45,000 in
matching funds for the day. Every dollar
raised during Give FFA Day directly supports
programs that empower our members to
thrive as future leaders in agriculture.

Make sure to follow the NY FFA Leadership
Training Foundation on Facebook and
Instagram to keep up with the camypaign.

FFA MEMBER SPOTLIGHT:

BEN WALRATH, COBLESKILL-
RICHMONDVILLE FFA

Ben Walrath, a senior and current president
of the Cobleskill-Richmondyville FFA, has
been an active FFA member since sixth
grade. His SAE is in aquaculture and wildlife
management, where he tracks populations
on his property and in his pond. Ben hopes to
pursue a career as an environmental
conservation officer.

When asked about the impact of FFA, Ben
states “FFA has shaped me into someone
who is passionate about leadership and
mMaximizing the opportunities in

front of me. My
biggest takeaway
is learning how to
work on a team
with others who
may disagree or
have different
ideas than you.”

e

More than 3,000 New York FFA members,
advisors, and guests convened at the NY
State Fairgrounds in Syracuse May 7-9
celebrating the 100" gathering of our
organization. Students spent time competing
in Career and Leadership Development
Events, volunteering on fairground
improvement projects, exhibiting livestock,
and participating in a choir. More than 50
colleges, businesses, and ag organizations
joined us in the Career Expo to engage with
students about the various opportunities that
exist in agriculture. We honored our
legendary foundations by inducting the
inaugural class into the NY FFA Hall of Fame.
Members inspired our limitless futures
through their accomplishments and talents.
This unforgettable event brought together
our past, present, and future, making it a truly
memorable centennial celebration.




Campers work together to pull a ropes course
participant to height on the Giant Swing.

2025 SUMMER CAMP RECAP

Summertime can mean different things to
different people. But for those of us who have
attended, worked at, or brought students to
summer camp, certain shared images come
to mind. Tall pines, campfires, and a loon’s call
provide the backdrop, but the people are
truly what makes the experience magic.

In the summer of 2025, 1,021 campers
attended our six sessions. Forty-three staff
members worked together to provide
engaging programs, delicious meals, and
meaningful moments. The key to our success
is largely attributed to our teachers; over 80
FFA advisors accompanied their students
throughout the summer. They worked to
improve our facilities, supported our program,
and participated in professional development
workshops.

We are thankful for another successful
summer season and are excited to welcome
our winter groups to Oswegatchie.

NY FFA State and District Officers pride reflections
to Week 5 summer campers.

A (200
A reunion of past summer camp staff during the
“80 Years of Oswegatchie Magic" event.

80 YEARS OF MAGIC

This summer marked a milestone: 80 years of
Oswegatchie FFA Camp. What began in 1946
as a way for boys to retreat from the farm has
grown into a thriving summer camp and
year-round retreat center.

Over 180 friends of Oswegatchie spent the
Labor Day weekend at camp to
commemorate this landmark. A celebratory
meal, heartfelt presentation, and fireworks
brought guests to Sentinel Hall on Saturday.
Throughout the weekend, people
reconnected with the property while
reminiscing on years of memories.

As we reflect on our journey, we are filled with
deep gratitude for the supporters, staff,
families, alumni, and volunteers who have
walked beside us, decade after decade. Thank
you for believing in the power of camp and
for investing in our mission. Whether through
your time, talents, or donations, your
contributions have shaped who we are today.

Cheers to 80 years of campfires, friendships,
growth, and joy—and to a future that is just as
bright!

Oswegatchie requiresso .
many items to ensure the % :
success of the facility and
its programs. Consider
continuing the
Oswegatchie magic by
purchasing something
from our Amazon Wishlist.
Thank you to all who
support us year-round!

:
- :
H
BT LI

Scan to donate
through our wish list




NEW YORK STATE FFA ASSOGIATION UPDATE

STATE OFFICER TOUR KICKS-OFF
2025-26 SCHOOL YEAR

e % 5 1 |
A regional event was held at Kelder's
included an FFA emblem in their 2025 corn maze.

New York FFA members benefit from
multiple state level events all year long - but
in September, State Officers turn that formula
around and spend a week on the road visiting
members in their schools and communities.
The State Officer Tour travels NY to visit
chapters and infuse some enthusiasm and
action into the start of the school year.
Bringing keynote speeches, leadership
workshops and special guests - district
presidents, NY's National Officer Candidate,
and even a National FFA Officer joined the
trip this year - the officer team got as much
from the tour as they were able to give.

This year's tour traveled over 1,300 miles to
see a corn maze planted to celebrate NY
FFA's 100" year, a natural wonder burning an
eternal flame in one of NY’s incredible parks
and dozens of FFA chapters along the way.
They even learned a thing or two when one of
the chapters taught them to weld and use an
excavator!

The week concluded with the Chapter Officer
Leadership Training conference at Cornell
University where the officers revealed their
theme for the year - FULLY: You Are The
Difference. Looking forward into the year,
there’'s still more to anticipate - including
another state tour scheduled for National FFA
Week in February!

NY FFA ON THE HORIZON

FFA members have many upcoming
opportunities for premier leadership:

e From October 29'" - November 1,
students travel to Indianapolis for the
National FFA Convention.

e Between December and February, four
Ignite Leadership Conferences will take
place across the state. The workshop
series has been designed by the NY FFA
Association to spark, fuel, and illuminate
student leadership and growth.

e In February students will gather in Albany
for the State Leaders Experience. The
conference focuses on agricultural
advocacy and allows members to engage
with stakeholders and elected leaders.

e The 101" New York State FFA Convention
happens in Buffalo May 14-16.

100™ NY FFA STATE OFFICER
TEAM INSTALLED

Six new young leaders have been tasked with
serving the New York FFA for the 2025-2026
term. Pictured below, these students are
already approaching the half-way mark
towards their year of service:

Treasurer Mark Hoffman Jr. (Vernon Verona
Sherrill), Vice President Leah Figary (Sidney),
Reporter Dylan LaFave (Stockbridge Valley),
Secretary Kaylee Heroth (Mohawk Valley),
Sentinel Matthew Mulligan (John Jay), & Zoe
Valencia (John Bowne)




THE NY FFA BLUE & GOLD LEGACY CIRCLE

The Blue & Gold Legacy Circle honors individuals and families who secure future financial
support for the New York FFA and its members through estate gifts. These gifts ensure the
sustainability and growth of programs that cultivate premier leadership, personal growth, and
career success among young people in agriculture.

NY FFA BLUE & GOLD
LEGACY CIRCLE
MEMBERS

Duncan Bellinger
Arthur Berkey
Julian Carter*

Patricia Ford
Robert Fritz*
Victoria Pinney Gregory
John S. Gold*
Jonathan & Danielle Head
Heidi Hirschey
Allyson Jones-Brimmer
Jack Klossner
Dr. David Kohl
Raymond & Barbara Lighthall
Matthew Olson
Harold Scheffler*
Frances & Margery Secrest*
Samuel Shapiro
Lori von Seydewitz Emmmons
Carlton & Dorothy West*
Edward Wilmot*
Veronique Woloszyn

*Posthumously

HONORING A HISTORIC GIFT:

VICTORIA PINNEY GREGORY’S LEGACY OF
GENEROSITY

“What can | do to help?” It's a question that defines servant
leadership. And for decades, Victoria Pinney Gregory has
answered it with action, heart, and unwavering commitment to
the New York FFA and Oswegatchie FFA Camp.

Now, she's answered it again—this time with a gift that will echo
for generations.

Vicky Gregory has committed a transformational gift of
$530,000 to the New York FFA Foundation—the largest single
contribution in our history, given over the course 5 years. This
extraordinary act of generosity will be earmarked for continued
capital improvements at Oswegatchie FFA Camp, ensuring that
the facilities and experiences that shaped her own journey will
remain strong and accessible for future generations.

But this gift is more than historic. It's deeply personal.

Vicky was among the first female FFA members to attend
Oswegatchie. She became an agricultural educator when few
women held that title. She broke new ground as the first female
chair of the NY FFA Foundation. Her life has been a series of
“firsts"—each one marked by courage, service, and a belief in the
power of youth leadership.

Her generosity has always been quiet, consistent, and far-
reaching. She's given her time to boards and committees, her
talent to mentoring and advocacy, and her treasure to
scholarships, programs, and now, infrastructure. She doesn'’t just
support causes—she strengthens communities. She doesn't just
serve—she multiplies the good.

This gift will help build cabins, enhance learning spaces, and
preserve the magic of Oswegatchie for thousands of students
yet to come. It's a gift rooted in memory and vision—a bridge
between the past and the future.

We are humbled. We are inspired. And we are reminded that
leadership is not just about what you do—it's about what you
give.

Thank you, Vicky Gregory. You are the best of us.




